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are found engaged in producing and selling vegetables and
fruits.

The majority of Khatik cultivators live either in towns or at
least in close proximity to towns. A considerable proportion of
them are non-occupancy tenants paying very high rates of rent.
Some occupancy tenants have orchards but these are generally
small. When a number of sons inherit an orchard they divide
the fruit trees among themselves. At times a few of them join
hands to get fruit gardens on lease.

The Khatik is a very efficient cultivator. Producing vege-
tables is no easy job. It requires work with spade before
sowing and also in connexion with hoeing at a later stage.
The field has to be well-manured to yield a good return.
Irrigation is much more important, especially in the case of
vegetables produced during the summer season. And because of
the difficult nature of the work the area set apart for cultivation
of vegetables will not generally exceed half a bigha in the case
of a family of average size.

Fruits and vegetables are disposed of either at retail shops
or by going out gawain, i.e. peddling them. While it is mostly
their women who look after fruit shops it is mainly men who go out
gawain. Peddling fruits by women was at one time considered
so outrageous that persistence in it, even after warning, involved
excommunication.1 This prejudice is slowly disappearing.

Another important occupation of the Khatiks, especially in
the western districts, is tanning of sheep and goat skins. This
work requires some capital and for this very reason it is rarely
that a Chamar takes it up. An important point to be noticed is
that the Khatiks are not only tanners but also dealers in skins.

In 1931, only 8-2 per cent Khatiks were found to be herds-
men. It should be pointed out in this connexion that Dr Hutton
gives pig breeding as the traditional occupation of Khatiks.2
Our observations show that it is only in the eastern districts that
they still follow this occupation and here too their proportion
hardly exceeds 5 per cent. Pig rearing is now mostly in the
hands of Chamars, Bhars and Bhangis and it is only the poorest
among the Khatiks who still pursue this calling.

1  Blunt op. Git., p. 56.

2  Census of India 1931, Vol. I, Part II, Table XI.